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Tough AG Spark Plugs keepa bike going 





ee рєт 


when Шергеввпгев really on 


you — the motor's running like tough to take hours of motoring 

a dream — lean into the curve. Great, at peak revs in all conditions. 

here's a straight. And a well tuned bike with the 
Spark plugs? You wouldn't give right kind of spark plugs can 

them a thought — but they're help save fuel too, So fit AC — there 


there — working flat-out. Tough AC are AC Spark Plugs to suit every 
bike, 


Spark Plugs can take it. : 
keeps you going 
when the going’s tough 


Parts and Accessories Division of General Motors New Zealand Limited. 


The bike feels as if it's a part of ig. AC Spark Plugs are built tough, — 
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New Plymouth has been chosen as the venue for the 
first Government-organised motorcycle training scheme. 

The scheme is being run by the Taranaki Polytechnic 
under direct control of the Education Department and 
isa pilot course. Progress of the course is being closely 
watched by the Ministry of Transport. 


During the latter half of 1974 
all parties in New Zealand inter 
ested in the establishment of train- 
ing courses were called to a meet- 
ing in Wellington, organised by 
the Director of Road Transport. 

Motorcycle sporting body rep- 
resentatives, motorcycle industry 
leaders, those already involved in 
existing training schemes and rep- 
resentatives of the Ministry of 
Transport were at the meeting, 

There, guidelines were laid 
down for the establishment of a 
useful Government-backed sch 
ете, 

Following this meeting, the 
North Taranaki Motorcycle 
Club conducted its own training 
scheme, mostly as a feasability 
study. The principle organiser 
was Mr Ray Tomasi, а Polytech- 
nic tutor who has had a long 
association with the motorcycle 
club, both as competitor and 
official. 





The scheme, using voluntary 
club tutors and some machines 
loaned by the trade in New 
Plymouth, proved a great success 

It was then decided that to do 
the job properly was beyond the 
club's resources and the Poly tec- 
hnic was approached to run a 
course. After negotiation with 
the Education Department and 
Ministry of Transport in Welling- 
ton, permission was finally recei- 

ved to start the course. 

Enrolment enquiries for the 
first course far exceeded 'course 
vacancies, Thefirsttraining cour- 
ха is now under way with others 
planned. 

Each complete course consists 
of theoretical and practical 
sessions giving 24 hours total even- 


ly divided between theoretical and 
practical sessions. 

The underlying theme of the 
course is to teach the new or 
beginner rider how to survive on 
the roads, There are 30 pupils in 
each of the theory lessons but 
this is cut down for the practical 
lessons to 10 pupils per tutor. 

The new course is being given 
assistance by the trade in New 
Plymouth and the North Taran- 
aki Motorcycle Club, 

Teaching aids have been provi 
ded by Percy Coleman and Co, 
Ltd, and the club is allowing the 
Polytechnic free use of its 26 
acres of leased land on the city’s 
boundary. 

The two provincial: news- 
papers are also assisting by giving 
as much publicity as possible to 
the course. Both have featured 
stories and photos and the Tara- 
naki Herald has helped with a 
particularly good editorial. 
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Мг Ray Tomasi, а long time motorcycle enthusiast and Polytechnic 
tutor, outlines some points during one of the theoretical sessions 

at New Plymouth. His Montesa trials machine and a 750 Suzuki were 
used to illustrate various points during the lecture. 


Discussing the training scheme 
the editorial says:, “The instruct- 
ion it is offering should be a 
‘must’ for all new motorcyclists; 
indeed the day might not be too 
distant when those under 20 will 
have to undergo an approved 
course of instruction before. 
qualifying for a final driving or 
riding licence“. 

“Instruction need not be con- 
fined to novices. Many who have 
ridden motorcycles for some time 
аге probably, candidates for 
advanced tuition which otherwise 
would be acquired only through 
experiment and long riding exper- 
івпсе”, 





probably sell the machines, 


ford’s new partners. 


Gregg Hansford , one of Australia’s top road racers, has left the 
Yamaha camp to join the powerful Australian Kawasaki team. The 


young Queensland ace has spurned the twin and four-cylinder mach- 
ines offered by former sponsors, Annand and Thompson, who will 


Hansford's move will strengthen an already formidable team 
Kawasaki. Murray Sayle, who competed successfully in the New 
Zealand Marlboro series earlier this season on an air-cooled three- 
cylinder 750 Kawasaki, and veteran Ron Toombs will be Hans- 
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Ivan Miller will be back 
in New Zealand for the start 
of the next summer moto 
Cross season - and it is high- 
ly probable that he will 
campaign factory Bultaco 
machines. 

Miller was scheduled to re- 
turn to Great Britain on Satur- 
day March 15 to renew his con- 
tract to race the Spanish mach- 
ines in British national events. 
“It's a really good contract” 
Miller told М2МСМ before һе 
left. “ІІІ have four bikes - two 
2505 and two 4005 (actual 
capacity, 362cc) - plus mechanic, 
transport and all expenses. And 
the bikes are greatly improved оп 
those | raced over there last sea- 


star came-third in the British 
250ce championships and four- 
th in the 500cc championships 
last year, then spent some time 
racing in the USA before arriv- 
ing in New Zealand at the begin- 
ning of the summer. 

It is part of Miller's contract 
that when the British season is 
over, he will spend several months 
racing Bultacos in Australia and 
New Zealand before returning 
to the UK. 1:9 like to go to 
America again but 141 waitand 
see how | go in Great Britain 
before deciding whether to go 
back there or not’, 

If for any reason his plans to 
face Bultaco’s here next summer 
fall through, Miller won't be 
without a machine to ride, Не 
has already agreed to race Suzu- 
Кі!5 for Percy Coleman and Co. 
Ltd. if his Bultaco plans go amiss, 
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But he is keen to set up а Bultaco 
dealership in New Zealand and 
obviously his racing activities 
would be good for business, 
AUSTRALIAN OFFER 

An offer from an Adelaide 
club very nearly tempted Miller 
to spend some time racing in 
Australia before taking up his 
Bultaco contract. “They have 
got a big meeting over there with 
$1000 first prize, followed the 
next Weekendby a meeting 
offering $500 first prize money. 
And the club said they could 
jack me up with any bike | 
wanted. But there is more 
regularity in the British meetings 
so | declined the Australian offer“. 
he said. И 
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€o!Icorial 
___ There's a strange thing happening оп the television. An adver- 
tisement appears there reasonably often inveigling you to, in effect 
not watch television, % 

Kenny Rogers and the First Edition look after the singing sound 
bit and there are many frames across the screen showing New Zeal- 
anders taking part in various sporting pursuits, including motor 
cycling. The message is clear enough: Don’t sit there in front of 
the box with the blood conjealing at your toes; get out and do 
something — Come Alive. 

‚Мо one, we feel, could possibly level the charge at motor cyclists 
in general that they don’t get out and do something. Half the 
enjoyment of owning a motor cycle is the intrinsic fun obtained 
from the machine which urges owners to ride their motor cycles as 
often as possible. 

Now, with the increased use of trail bikes in particular and 
(slowly) the expanding areas of land available on which to ride 
these bikes, more and more trail riders are explaring more and 
more land all around New Zealand. 

There would hardly be a weekend when the keen trail rider 
does not spend some time on his bike, either working on it or 
g it. 

For many trail riders the next step is to compete in the trail 
class at moto cross meetings and from there he could graduate to 
а full moto cross rider. Or he will enter the various ‘enduro’ events 
organsied by his club. 

If he doesn’t relish the crash and bash of moto crossing he can 
match his bike handling skill in some junior trials, ог he can career 
his bike up a gravel hill climb. 

If trail riding, moto crossing, or trialing is not what he wants to 
do he can enter his road bike in road races, circuit production races, 
beach races, reliability trials, hillclimbs, sprints. 

In effect anyone who owns a motor cycle, whether it’s got a 
road tyre or a knobbly on the back, owns something which is not 
only an enjoyable and cheap form of transport but a piece of 
machinery on which he can compete. 

It would be naive to suggest that owning a motor cycle will 
immediately lift you out of the 6pm to 11pm tele bashing stint. 

It does provide with a means of doing so though. 

Judging by the hugely inceeased number of competitors at 
mator cycle events around New Zealand more and more New 
Zealand motor cyclists are using that means to make better use and 
more interesting Use of their leisure time. 

But the potential ‘explosion’ in motor cycle riders and 
competitors has been curtailed by the strict hire purchase regulations 
and the refusal by the Government, to reduce the hefty 40 per cent 
sales tax. So severly have these measures (and other financial 
measures) affected the motor cycle trade that almost each city 
throughout the country has witnessed potentially profitable motor 
cycle retailers falling victim to a liquidity problem and going out of 
business. 

It isunlikely that many retailers will have happy smiling faces 
right now. Their lot is not a happy one. To find smiling faces you 
have to attend events. There you will find people in the essence of 
competition pitting their machine and their skill against other 
similar machines and riders of greater and lesser skill, 

It obviously does not matter all that much who wins, 
particularly, shall we say, in moto cross events, as the final result has 
often been a foregone conclusion. What counts is competing and 
seeing if you can better your friends for it is unlikely that you will 
finish ahead of Miller or Ploen or Boyle or Smith. 

For the competitors and the spectators the excitement is often 
not with the front runners, but with those further down the order, 
trying their hardest to stay with their machine, let alone finish. 

It allows a great spectacle for watchers and competitors and it 
is without doubt one method of coming well and truly alive. 

So, if you have a motor cycle, join a club and use your machine 
to its fullest extent in the clubs’ regular events. You'll find out a lot 
about your motor cycle and you'll find out a lot about yourself. 








30 Мем Zealand Grand Prix National raod races at Ruapuna Park 
Christchurch. 

30 Raglan Club’s Glenvale Wines Enduro: Whakatane Club's beach 
meeting: North King Country Club’s mx: Hawkes Bay Club's 
grass track at Small’s property. 


April 

6 Auckland Club's Maramarua Forest enduro: Hamilton Club's 

national road races: Wairarapa Club‘s road hill climb. 

12 Papakura Club's beach meeting (Including NZ 500cc champs) 
at Kariotahi, 

13 Te Aroha Club’s open trial: Wairarapa Club's Howell 
Memorial scramble: Napier Club's miniature TT at Ohiti. 
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GROUND RULES 

Opinions expressed in the corros- 
pondence column аге not necessarily 
those of the Editor, who reserves 
the right to shorten letters and: 


correct grammar. Letters of 200 
words or less will stand a greater 
chance of publication than those of 
greater wordage. 





ROAD TESTS 


Regarding cycle tests in М2М 
CN, | have concluded that readers 
would prefer to see more а 
comparison test than just а mere 
test. It seems evident that pros- 
pective buyers tend to think more 
of how the bike would fare against 
other models of similar capacity, 
rather than just what it has to offer 
in « itself. 

Different makes have different 
characteristics- like relaibility but 
not much acceleration: or great 
speed and acceleration and not 
much reliability. 

Therefore readers want to 
compare various makes, to weigh 
up the pros and cons of each and 
then come toa decision which 
is normally a compromise 
concerning their own specific 
tastes, 

Thus they will decide which. 
bike offers them»the most, 

However, these are only a 
few thoughts - perhaps of help 
to your mag - although it seems 
to need little of this. | hope 
that you continue to find the 
moral and tinancial support 
needed for this, New Zealand's 
best cycle mag, 

Simon Guinness 
Trentham, 


Your suggestions are 
extremely valid Mr. Guinness 
and such tests are always in our 
minds. We have been lucky 
with the marvelous co-oper- 
ation we have always had from 
motor cycle importers and 
retailers who have made 
various bikes available for us 
to test. Perhaps in the 
future we will be able to find 
the time and the personnel 
to enable us to do valid 


INEQUALITIES 


Dear Sir, 

Could you please tell me why 
there appears to be such an 
inequality: between car dealers 
and motor cycle dealers, | think 
Гат right in saying that the 
car dealer is at present getting 
a far better deal than the 
motor cycle dealer in terms of 
Government help or lack of 
help. 

The sales tax on motor 
cycles is still 40 per cent, 
regardless of the size of the 
bike you buy -it has been 
reduced on cars below 2000сс 
capacity. Hire purchase 
regulations now mean that a 
bike buyer has to put down 
60 per cent of the cost of the 
bike and pay it back ina 





Frank Boyle ita 








er time, Also,warrants 
Он тосе for bikes only cost 
75cents - for cars they have 
been raised to $1.50. Whilst 
cost may appear to be 
ың for пао cycle buyer, 
it is not good at pll for the 

ог cycle retailer. д 
Шс, all these regulations 
cannot be doing much to help 
the sales of motor cycles. In fact, 
in my area alone, it is obviously 
doing a lot of harm, because а 
couple of retail shops have 
recently gone out of business. 

Things seem to have changed 
dramatically since only a year 
ago when bike sales were really 
gaining ground on car sales, 

There must be a case for 
getting more people onto bikes - 
especially with the world-wide 
fuel problems, and only recently 
the Government have intimated 
that we are likely to get car- 
less days along with other means 
of fuel saving. If more people 
rode to work on motor cycles 
alot more fuel would be saved 
than simply having one day a 
week in which everyone had 10 
use public transport. 

The whole system appears 
crazy as the Government are 1. 
obviously legislating against motor 
bikes - of any type or size, 

A. Hall 

Wellington 

If we knew the full reason we 
would be only too pleased to 
tell you. The case for the 
Government is involved with 
savings of overseas funds and other 
more complicated matters. 
Certainly there is a Government 
bias against motor cycles- they hav 
stated that sales of motor cycles 
must return to the 1971 sales 
levels, It looksto be a very 
negative policy and one that 
could easily do a lot of harm ta 
an important New Zealand 
industry. Ed. 
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SALES AND SERVICE 
SPECIALISTS 


Try us for Good Second- 
Hand Spare Parts 


Recently Dismantled Bikes 
include : 
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Brand New Kawasaki 500 
motor complete 
Price on application 


WETZEL 


ENTERPRISES LTD 
LYTTLETON AVE., 
PORIRUA 


Tele: 74085 
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ROTORUA MOTOR 
CYCLES LTD. 


A full range of machines always in stock. Backed up by 
complete stocks and after sales service. 

For all your requirement call in and talk to John Ander- 
son and have the benefit of his 22 years experience in 


the motorcycle trade. 


AMOHAU STREET ROTORUA 
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BOB HALDANE 


LTD. 
YAMAHA & KAWASAKI 
BEST AFTER SALES SERVICE 


fl Ж SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


Ж LARGEST RANGE OF TYRES IN AUCKLAND 
K TYRES FITTED INSTANTLY WHILE YOU WAIT 


157 MANUKAU RD., EPSOM, 
PH: 601-369 
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the SUZUKI experts 


KINGS CRES, LOWER HUTT PHONE 660-599 





F 
маз the Спізіспигсћ road racer Bob Harris [Suzuki 500) 
Shell rer ight winner of the Pioneer club's 24-hour 
ihesa Чаў СОНА! reliability road trial. Better known 
over thane пе вропвог of Dale Wylie, he lost 25 points 
ut it was a close thin 
4 9. Finishing hard оп his heel 
HA fellows БӘЛЕГЕ rider Bruce Morton (BSA 500), 
and yet another Christch А 
Pes Thornton (350 Yamaha), who lost 28. КОДА, 
запал рашат (ewar 250), the Christchurch rider 
vhe won the Haa 

finished fourth on 29 points. Барады neitin 
maos team prize went to Harris, Morton and Thornton. 
Ц е second team, well down on points, was Simon 

urton, Blair Carpenter and Arthur Chisnall. 
The class B section for riders on smaller machines or 
on large machines Carrying pillion passengers, was won 
у Ross Bathurst (Yamaha 125). The runner-up was Doug 


Norrie (Honda 500), who carried J. Adamson as a 
Passenger. 3 





LADIES’ TITLE 


The winner of the womens’ section was Lower Hutt 
rider Joanne Holt (Honda XL250). She had а bad fall at 
Hanmer Springs on the first day and was advised by St 
John Ambulance officers to retire from the trial. However, 
she refused to do so and was rewarded for her pluck by 





s wins Shell 24 Hour Road Trial j 


18-year-old Joanne afterwards. “There are hundreds 
around who could have done well. I'll be back. This was 
my first trial and | am really keen now,” 

There were two other female entrants, one of which fell 
asleep and ran off the road. She was forced to withdraw. 

The oldest rider in the trial was 61-year-old Roy Barrett, 
of Ashburton, He rode a Honda 350 four. He has 
competed In all the South Island long distance rallies and 
trials since the opening of the Haast Pass In 1965. 

Another veteran rider, Digger Stacey, rode non-stop 
from Auckland to Christchurch to take part. He rode a 350 
Yamaha on which he has covered 26,000 miles In the last 
two years. 

John Welsford (Christchurch), the winner of the 
Auckland Shell 24-hour trial two years ago and one of the 
favourites this time, finished In elghth place. He rode a 
TX750 Yamaha. 

The, course for the trial covered 562 miles. It followed а 
course through Rangiora, Culverdon, Hanmer, Lewis 
Pass, Reefton and Blackball on the first day. Greymouth 
was reached at about 2 a.m. and the fleld then proceeded 
to Hokitika before returning via Arthur's Pass and Lake 
Coleridge. There were 17 hours of riding for most 
competitors but none of the rest periods were long 
enough for sleeping. 

Of the 124 starters, 100 finished. Only five machines 
were unable to return to Christchurch under their own 





| taking the ladies’ title. 


“I was really sorry to see so few girls entering,” said 


power. 


By ROD DEW 





Fight to save Т.Т. а 
_ World Title Round 





With a five-language booklet setting out the case for 
retaining the T.T. as a world championship motor-cycle 


Backing their view Is the 
fact that professional 
motor-cycle riders can earn 
more money òn flat tracks 
in Europe and America 
during the T.T.'s 14-day 
period that on the world's 
only remaining genuine 
road circult. 


Foreign manufacturers 


event, the Auto Cycle Union of Great Britain andthe Isleo аге also against the T.T. 






and too dangerous. 


= 


Man Keys Government have joined battle against 
dissident riders who have labelled the course too difficult 


Chas Mortimer oxits tho nadgery Governor's Bridge section on his way to 
victory in the 1974 Isle of Man Formula 750 TT on his 350сс Danfay Yamaha. 


because its tough grad- 
ients quickly reveal faults, 
much more so than ord- 
inary road racing tracks. 

The Т.Т. has been 
accused of being danger- 
ous but the hobby of 
mountaineering has stat- 
istics showing It to Бе 
more hazardous than 
motor-cycling — so does 
boat sport. 

The booklet stating the 
case for the Tourist Trophy 
races has been sent to 
every delegate of the 
Federation International 
Motorcyclists. 


Both the ACU and the 
Isle of Man Government 
are determined to fight to 
maintain the T.T. In the 
international motor-cycle 
race calendar. It has had 
world champlonship status 
since 1907. 

The Marquess Camden, 
president of the ACU, has 
also written individually to 
every member of the FIM 
and It is hoped that the 
300,000 motor-cycle sport 
enthusiasts In the United 
Kingdom (48,000 of them 
attended last year’s Т.Т. 


races) will support the 
move to save the T.T. 
FOOTNOTE: The FIM 


has agreed to grant the 
T.T. world champlonship 
status for 1976. The road 
racing committee dis- 
cussed the matter for three 
hours at Its recent meeting 
in Geneva and eventually 
supported the T.T. by four 
votes to two. 





Clean Sweep 
For Yamaha in 


Daytona 200 


American Gene Romero led 


Yamaha 750 riders to a clean 


sweep in the Daytona 200 mile 
dassic road race in Florida оп 
March 9.Romero averaged 106. 


451 miles per hour and 
completed 52 laps to win by 


18 seconds from Canadian Steve 


Baker. A private entrant 


from Venezuela, John Secotto , 


was suprise third ahead of 


Italian multi-world champion, 


Giacomo Agostini. 


Secotto rode an amazing race. A 
minor fault in his machine resulted 


in him being the last of the 73 


starters to get under way yet he was 


able to work his way through the 
field until he passed Agostini with 
~ three laps remaining. 

Young Australian Warren 
Willing, who raced in the 1973/74 
New Zeaiand Marlboro series with 
little success, picked up fifth place, 
The 22-year vold Sydney rider is 
understoos to have had help from 
ace mechanic George Monoviteh , 
who guided Hurley Wilvert to third 
place in the 1974 Daytona 200 and 


Murray Sayle to third equal place in 


the 1974/75 Marlboro series. 


~ Agostinl,4; W.Willin 


Yamaha’s completely 
dominated the results, with at 
least the first ten riders being 
mounted on the four cylinder, 
water - cooled rockets. Suzuki 
hopes, Teuvo Lansivuori (Finland) 
and Barry Sheene (Grt. Britain) 
both crashed their 750cc three- 
cylinder machines. Sheene came 
off at high speed during practise 
and is believed to have suffered 
extensive injuries while 
Lansvuori crashed without serious 
injury early in the race. 

The new water-cooled Kawasakis 
were expected to be a potent force 


but they did not turn up at Daytona.) 


Yvon “Superfrog’’ DuHamel raced 
the older air-cooled model but the 
machine was eliminated with 
mechanical bothers. 

Top qualifier and one of the 


+ pre-race favourites, Kenny Roberts, 


retired his Yamaha after 16 laps 
with clutch trouble. 
Results: All riders mounted on TZ 750 
Yamahas, 
б, Romero,1; 5.ВаКег,2; J,Secotto,3; С. 
. McLaughlan, 
6; H, Kawasakl,7; R.Piorce,8; О. Castro, 
9; H.Cohn,10; The first eight placegettors 
completed eight laps, 









Ellis toppled the 125сс stand- 
ing start quarter mile record 
with а run of 15.011 seconds on 
his TA 125 Yamaha, passing 
through the traps at 92,78 mph. 

A disappointing number of 
entries and spectators turned up 
to witness the event, which was 
staged jointly by the Hamilton 
club and the Pukekohe Hot Rod 
Club under the supervision of 
the New Zealand Hot Rod Assoc— 
lation, It Is belleved to have been 
the first event of its type , 
yet less than 40 entries were 
received, 

But those present had a ball. 
Bikes were run іп pairs just as 
quickly as they could line up 
and with the warm, sunny 
weather, a splendid time was 
guaranteed for all., 

It was a shattering experience 
to watch Mark Gedye as һе 
wound out his Kawasaki. 900 
to 10,000 rpm and burned out 





Records Fall 
at Meremere 
Drag Meeting 


Road racers Ginger Molloy and Peter Ellis set new stand- 
ing start quarter-mile records at the all-bike drag event at 
Meremere on March 2. Molloy gunned his Harley Davidson 
350 down the tarmac to record a best time of 11.567 secs 
with a terminal speed of 120.48 miles per hour. His time 
bettered that set by former national 350сс and 500сс 
champion, Jim Landrebe, by 0.143 sec. 


his slick rear tyre on his way to 
consistent low 11/5, And that 

‘four-into-one exhaust sounded 
incredible! 

Some of the moto cross bikes 
present provided a few sur- 
prises, especially the Yamaha 
SC 500 of Ron Drever. Ron 
captured the day’s best 500сс 
class time with a run of 13,609 
seconds, terminal speed 98,36 
mph, 

Molloy was hard-pressed by 
henchman Ralph Hannan, who 
also lowered the old record on 
his hot Yamaha 350 but who 
remained a tenth of a second 
in arrears, 





multi purpose 
Distributed by 
Hanover Industries 
Ltd., Auckland NZ. 


SIDI — MX BOOTS 


Sizo 8 and 9 only $78.00 Pr plus 
postage $1.00. Remittance with 
ordor please, 





A limited number of Ashmans due 
Fobruary 


`н.в. MOTOR CYCLES LTD 
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Results: 126сс class - Р, Ellls, Yam- 
aha ТА 125, 15.011 sacs, 92,78 mph, 
250cc class - М. McColl, Yamaha 250, 
13,473, 103,32 mph, 350cc class - 
б. Molloy, Harley Davidson, 11,567, 
120.48 mph, 500cc сі 
Yamaha SC 500, 13.6 
750cc class - P, Edwards, 
сатса 

lass - уо, 11, 14.64 mph, 
Kawasak! 900. ° К, Ah 
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> А 
The winner of the Kapiti Trial, 


Ossa. Trialling is іп the Harris's blood and Мейіз brothor Chris, is at present 


riding Bultacos in England. 


With a great display of machine control Neil Harris (Wellington) 


won the A-Grade divi 


п of the Kapiti Club’s sponsored observed 


trial from Peter Martin (Hamilton) and Peter Grinter (Hamilton), 


The B-Grade division was won 
by Gary Samson (Wellington) in 
avery close finish, from Phillip 

jompson, (Wellington). 

The ten observed sections of 
the trial ridden three times, had 


beds with abrupt banks to choice 
moss-covered rocks and tree roots 
on steep hillsides, 

The trial aimed to cater for 
spectators іп the tranquil bush 
walks of Mr. Perkins’ farm at 
Paekakariki and was programmed 
to have a single round of the ten 
sections first, then the 
remaining two rounds after lunch. 

During the initial sections it 
was obvious that the trio of Harris, 
Martin and Grinter were going to 
Jead the field. 











hazards varying fromrocky stream 


Grinter was unlucky to draw 
for his first section the one with 
slippery moss-cavered rocks in the 


B-Grade riders were led away 
to an “easier” alternative exit 
over a muddy drain, Most 


upper reaches of the valley. Losing 


vital traction just when the end of 
the section was in sight he spun to 
ahalt momentarily for a boss of 
five points, 
IMPOSSIBLE 
But the previous section, 
number nine, was to be the one to 
cost points galore for A and B 
Graders alike. A branched log 
оп а steep gradient with a loose 
rocky surface proved impossible 
to conquer. There were plenty 
ofdeterminedtries but unruly 
machines reared in the air over 
the lower branch of the log and 
never recovered in time for the 
impact of the upper branch 


Veteran machines com- 
pete in Hastings Rally 


The motor-cycle section of the New Zealand Vintage 
Car Club put on a fantastic display of old machines at 


Hastings recently. 







| 


Mr. A. Fairbrother's 1931 600cc Raleigh throo-wheclor. | > 


About 160 machines, 
some of which dated back 
before World War One, and 
their riders (some of whom 
were also pre-1914), spent 
a weekend taking part in 
displays, tours, fleld 
events, and other compe- 
titions. 


This 
line-up о! 
umphs, B.S.A.’s, Harley- 
Davidson's, and Panthers. 

There was machinery 
that “many of NZMCN's 


was По 


Indians, 


mere 
Тгі- 


younger readers would 
never have heard of . . . 
when did you last see a 
Reading Standard burning 
up High Street? 

4 


1 








A lot of the activities 
during the weekend, like 
the tours, picnics, dinners 
etc., were restricted to 
competitors but the field 


events were held In the 
Hastings showgrounds 
and they attracted an 


amazingly large crowd In 
this day of supa-doopa 
bikes. 

About 5000 people saw 
ancient machinery being 
nimbly’ ridden through 
slalom courses of two 
types, riding the perimeter 
of the grounds (It had to be 
done Іп exactly two 
minutes), going round and 
round a pole with the rider 





ikii e iquely sent 
striking the log oblique! 
riders either well off course or 










жт. ч 
Young Peter Grinter, beaten this time, but a real force to be reckoned with. 








suffered the fate of being sucked 
into the accomodating bog within 
feet of the exit of the section. 





caused A-Grade riders some heart 
stopping moments, involved 
jUmping’a log whilst turning 


overturned them in an instant, 


Trevor Ronowicz (Palmerston 


North) riding his completely 


Another observed section, which modified Bultaco with re- 


positioned engine, among other 
things; didra'nicely controlled 


somersatlt on encountering the log. 
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at Kapiti Trial 


downhill on а steep bank, Wheels 


by Mike Harris 


Most spectacular here |у 
was Noel Hislop, who bounos 
over the log out of contro}, 
plunged over а bank and into а 
stream where һе had to 
abandon his Bultaco to |5 
own devices as it soared into 
air, much to the delight of 
spectators, 

Probably the most unique 
section ever seen іп a trial was 
marked out inside the perimeter 
of a cavernous disused resevoir 
open to the sky, Entering 
through a hole іп the wall 
at the base, riders faced a 
selection of logs and muddy 
rocks in this circuit before th 
could get out again. Richard 
Reeve will remember this 
particular section for, no sooner 
had he started to ride, than he 
was immediately dragged toa 
halt by an overhanging vine 
wrapping itself securely about 
his Suzuki's front brake lever, 

At the lunch break the 
scores showed that Neil Harris 
had lost seven points with Peter 
Grinter on 11. However, in 
the afternoon, whilst Harris was 
able to maintain his form, Peter 
was unlucky оп а couple of 
sections to lose “fives” and let 
Peter Martin in to second place, 

Peter Lintott (Wanganui) was 
another rider to impress as he | 
coaxed his Montesa іп а most і 
unflurried manner to plonk its | 
way up several of the steeper Д 
sections as tf on rails. 

Denny Turnbull (Palmerston: 
North) out for the first time | 
оп his new Ossa, showed a return 
to old form with some very Well 
thought out rides to claim fifth | 








hanging onto а горе, and 
travelling between two 
posts while the rider 
transfered golf balls from a 
box at one end to a box at 
the other. 

The overall winner was 
Norman Atkins, Napier, on 
a 1931 500cc Ariel. 

Of the 160-odd bikes 
present, only a few were 
not faultless іп their 
presentation. 

The owners had done a 
perfectionist's job of 
restoring the machines to 
original condition. 

There were two beautiful 
Vincents, one a 1951 Black 
Shadow and the other a 
1951 Rapide. They made 
an interesting comparison 
with the rotary engined 
Suzuki which was also on 
display. 

At the other end of the 
scale was the 300cc FN, 
made in Belgium in 1904 
and still putt-putting 
strongly. 

Many of the English and 
American types were 
represented In both two 
and three-wheel form. 

Former multiple world 
toad race champion, Hugh 
Anderson, of Ohinewal 
competed on a “late” 
model Triumph, a 1947 
speed УШ: 

t will be мо years 
before the next rally lakos 
place and at this stage the 
venue is not known. But 
wherever It Is held It is 


sure to attract much 
interest from old апа 
young alike. 


Results from the rally; — 
Veteran Class 1; 
Wayne Nichol, Invercargill, 
1912 Triumph. Vintage — 
Class 1; Frank Paynes 
Auckland, 1922 Sunbeam 





1; Class 2: Norman 
Atkins, Napier, 1931 Ariel. 
Class 3: Fussel Gross, 
Timaru, 1921 Ace. Post- 
Vintage — Phillip Langley, 


Napier, 1939 BSA. Post 
War — Barry Hilton, 
Gisborne, 1951 Vincent. 


Women — Diane Barnard 
Auckland, 1924 AJS. 

Best іп road section — 
Bob Scott, Christchurch. 
Bruce Anderson, Auck- 
land. Jack Newell, Rangi- 
ora. John Samson, Auck- 
land. Keith. Staples, Palm- 
erston North. Phillip 
rangley; Napier all equal 


Field events — Veteran: ` 
Ivan Taylor, Christchurch, 
1915 Triumph 1. Vintage: 
Fred Collett, Auckland, 
1929 Harley Davidson 1. 
Post - Vintage/ Post - War: 
Peter Butterworth, Auck- 
land, 1934 Velocette 1. 

Concours d'elegance 
(entrants’- voted — Vet- 
eran: Тот Dalgleish, 
Tauranga, 1914 Clyno 1. 
Vintage: Ron Fellows, 
Auckland, 1922 AJS, 1 
Post - Vintage/Post = War 
Miles Hursthouse, Nelson, 
1951 Vincent 1. 

Hard Luck Trophy: Bud 
Grose, Christchurch. 


Ме. М.Т. Dalgleish explains the workings of his 1914 744cc Clyno 
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New Zealand’s big three іп speedway riding for many years: Barry Briggs (nearing retirement), Ronnie Moora 
(seriously injured in Australia) and Ivan Mauger ( still, as far as we know fit and ready for many more seasons). 







They are seen at Templeton speedway in Christchurch - the big three’s home town: 















serious competition. 

“| know that | ат going 
to have to stop some 
time,” Briggs told NZMCN 
after finishing second to 
Swede Tommy Jansson in 
the final round of this 
season's World Champions 
series at Auckland. “There 
comes a time when you 
have got to stand in front 
of a mirror and be true to 
yourself. | would hate to 
деї {о the stage where 
people are telling me | 
should give up.” 

When he does hang up 
his leathers for good, he 
has no idea what he will 
do. “I love racing. | ат a 
competitive sort of fellow. 
It Is going to be very hard 
to quit motor-cycle racing. 
It is in my blood.” 


TEST DRIVE OFFER 


One thing he proposed 
to Investigate when he left 
New Zealand was stock car 
racing In America. This Is 
very different from the New 
Zealand concept of stock 
car racing. It is more like 
saloon car racing оп а 
closed circult with cars 
capable of close to 180 
miles an hour. “It is very 
spectacular but you are 
well protected. | would 
never consider racing open 
wheeled cars In grand prix 
competition.” 

Briggs was scheduled to 
take up an offer of a test 
drive in America at the 
time of going to print. 
However, his main atten- 
tlon In the States will be 
on the final two matches 
between the United States 









































He intends to come back next season with the World 
Champions’ Troupe as a rider but this might be his last 


and the Rest of the World 
on the tiny 180-yard tracks 
at Costa Mesa and Irwin- 
dale, near Los Angeles. 
Now 40, Briggs is far 
from a spent force. He 
proved this in no uncertain 
manner when he scored a 
brilliant maximum for New 
Zealand іп the final and 
deciding test against the 
Poles at Western Springs. 
Shortly before this, at the 
other end of the country In 
Invercargill, he was one 
point short of the max- 


this situation you have got 
to control yourself and this 
often takes some doing. 
“After a while you start 
to get depressed and start 
thinking that your riding 
has fallen away. Then you 
start wondering whether It 
is tlme to stop. You lose 
confidence and then you 
are in real trouble. But | 
сап still beat Anders 
Michanek (Sweden) and 
the rest of the top riders as 
many times as they can 
beat me. When the bike 
keeps going, | know | can 
still win.” 
The 


recent injuries 





f KNOW IM CONG 
TOHAVETOSICP 


SOME TMP 





imum іп the match 
between New Zealand and 
the Rest of the World. 

But not all his meetings 
this down under season 
have been so rewarding. 
His successes have been 
severely limited by mech- 
anical failures. In all three 
appearances at his “home” 
track at Templeton, he was 
plagued by engine fallures. 

“Everything | touch 
seems to disintegrate,” 
Briggs sald. “There Is no 
reason for It. When ту 
own machine falls, | can 
borrow a perfectly good 
bike which has been going 
well and И, too, will 
Inevitably break down. It 
has been Incredible. Under 





suffered by his great friend 
and rival, Ronnie Moore, In 
an Australian round of the 
World Champions’ series 
deeply affected Briggs. It 
was Moore who arranged 
for Brigg's introduction to 
British speedway in the 
early 1950's. He can still 
remember vividly the hours 
“Mirac” spent teaching 
him how to ride in the car 
park at the Wimbledon 
Stadium. They have been 
close friends ever since 
and the extent of Moore's 
head Injurles has affected 
Briggs’ riding. < 

“1 һауе never had such а 
bad feeling before in ту 
life. It was terrible because 
at first we thought that we 





BRIGGO NEARS THE END 


One of the most admired figures in the world of 
speedway sport, New Zealander Barry Briggs, is now 
approaching the end of a career which has spanned 
more than 20 years at international level. Briggs, four 
times a winner of the world championship final, said 
before leaving New Zealand this month that the 
approaching northern season would be his last in 
sh league racing. 


were going to lose Ronnie. 
When things like this 
happen, you feel like 
giving up. But | could walk 
out tomorrow and get hit 
by a bus.” 


“MOTOR CYCLE NUTS” 


Briggs has two boys, 
Gary, aged 15, and Tony, 
aged 13. Both, according 
to their father, are “motor- 
cycle nuts Just like me.” 
They have already raced 
several times in American 
while they have been on 
holiday and both show 
considerable promise. 
However, Briggs does not 
know whether he would 
like them to race motor- 
cycles seriously. 

“It Is a very hard way of 
making a living, but | let 
them race when they are 
on holiday from school. If 1 
put a total ban on It, you 
could bet a pound to a 
penny that they would 
want to do nothing else.” 

Briggs has no time for 
people who chucked off at 
speedway as an aimless 
sort of exercise. People 
who thought speedway 
riders were idiots who did 
not know what they were 
talking about. 

“| could think that 
mountain climbers were 
idiots, especially when 





search and rescue teams | 


are called out every week- 
end to find them. But they 
do it for a purpose and so 
do we.” - 

Briggs will be back In 
London in time to take 








matches often fared badly.. 
But at Wimbledon, he 
averaged 11.4 points out of 
a possible 12. He has high 
hopes of doing even better 
in the season about to 
start and lifting Wimble- 
don back to the top of the 
league. 
“| don't know why, but I 
have a feeling It Is going to 
be a good season.” 
Briggs will. compete in 
the world championship 
qualifing rounds and has 
high hopes of again 
reaching the world finals. 
He doesn't rate highly his 
chances of extending his 
four wins but Polish 
captain Zenon Plech 
doesn’t agree. Не consid- 
ers Briggs as one of the 
men he is most worried 
about. 


LONG TRACK 


Briggs also has plans to 
compete in the world long 
track championship, ай 
present held by West 
Germany's blond bombshell 
Egon Muller, who has just 
completed his first visit to 
New Zealand. 

А partner with Ivan 
Mauger in the registered 
company promoting the 
World Champions’ series, 
Briggs confirmed that the 
troupe would be returning 
next year. It had not got to 
the stage where the 
company was making any 
money but promoters were 
doing quite. well out,of,it. 
One of the good things 
about It was that the tracks 

ч аж 




























































































Whilst Mauger roars around the outside 'Briggo' pulls to the infi 


over the captaincy of the 
famous English league 
team, Wimbledon, In its 
first match on March 14. 
He was not completely 
sure who he would have Іп 
the team with him. Test 
rider Graeme Stapleton, an 
important member of the 
team for the last three 
years, was looking after 
Ronnie Moore's motor- 
cycle business until 
Ronnie was fit enough to 
do it himself. That would 
probably mean that Staple- 
ton would miss the early 
part of the season. 

While In New Zealand, 
Briggs has been doing a 
little talent spotting, too. 
The result of this ae ї be 
an Invitation to Larry Rose 
to Join Wimbledon. But 
this will depend on 
whether Stapleton сап 
return or not. 

Last season, Briggs 
suffered from mechanical 
problems In league 
matches and In his away 


inspects his sick bike. The Briggo curse of breaking machini dogged 
performances in this year’s down under spestway troupe 0 = 


in smaller centres were 
doing big business. 

А sponsor was badly 
needed to make the troupe 
an economic proposition. 
Next season, the itinerary 
would be more condensed 
and there would be more 
meetings In both Australla 
and America. However, 
there was no thought of 
neglecting New Zealand. 

“We started it here and 
ме want to keep И going 
here,” sald Briggs. 


The great Kiwl wo 
champion has lived with 
his family in Southampton 
for many years, But now, 
һе Is thinking more and 
more about returning to 
ем ы zealand to уе 

jot to get the ! 
educated and вра 
they аге heading, But | 
have been keeping my eye 
out for a plece of land 
New Zealand J 
better to me e 


соте back.” ӘУ time | 
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Reigning A—Grade moto cross champion, Peter Ploen of Tauranga, retained his title at the 
Pall Mall national finals held at Teddington, Christchurch on 






title 


March 9. And he did it in no un- 


Sable L 


certain manner, taking four straight wins to earn a maximum points tally of 36. 


But even at the height of his triumph, the modest 25-years old title expressed the opinion that the 
holder was full of praise for his opponents: “The title should really organisation was not all it could 
belong to Ivan Miller” he told М2МСМ. ‘Miller is obviously the top have been. 
rider - his results while he has been in New Zealand prove that - but, 5 5 : 
because he failed іп one meeting, he doesn’t get the title.” Starting procedure came, under 

“It’s wrong to have the title dependent upon the outcome of one heavy fire several times. Sometimes 
meeting, though, naturally, І ат very pleased to have won it again. EER O О ыл 
What is needed is a series of, say, six meetings with points counting to- period whilst at other times 


wards the championship”. 


For Miller, who has had a 
fantastic run of success in New 
Zealand since he arrived to race 
Suzukis for Percy Coleman and 
“Со late last year,the final was 
another tale of woe to add to his 
collection of championship 
finals experiences. 

Last year, at Woodville, he 
won the first two heats іп the 
final but crashed in the third 
heat, allowing Ploen and Moss 
Smith to rise above him іп the 
overall points standings. This 
year he finished only one race- 
and on that occasion he finished 
fifth. Я 
А disappointed Miller said 
afterwards: "I'm jinxed. All 
season | ‘ve done well and the 
bikes have been trouble -free, 
Then, at the finals, everything 
happens at once”. 2 

Ploen also had complim- 
entary words for other riders, 
particularly fellow Suzuki 
campaigners, Peter Boyle and 
Phil Turnbull. Boyle turned on 
probably the most polished and 
consistent performance of his 
short career to date by coming 
second in all four heats. The 
19-years-old Lower Hutt rider | 
was never overawed by the stiff 
opposition and-his intelligent 
racing indicates а highly 
promising future. А 

Thames Yamaha rider, | 
Moss Smith, who sets off in 
April to gain six months . 
experience moto crossing in 

















Great Britain, earned enough 
points by finishing third іп three 
races to place һіт third 

overall. In the second heat 
Smith lost control of his Yamaha 
400 whilst descending a steep, 
off-camber grassy bank on the 
opening Іар. In the ensueing 
pile-up, both Miller and 
Masterton’s Warren Lambess 
were brought down, 


The course for the event 
was laid out on the hill property 
of Mr. W. Gray's Loudon farm. 
It was a challenging course being 
made up of steep grassy slopes, off 
camber corners, two stream 
crossings - one of which was 
particularly tricky as it was set 
amongst oversize boulders- with 
their associated muddy exits, and 
bumps and ruts aplenty. Yet it 
did not overtax men or machines. 

The day started out drizzly but 
from late morning the low clouds 
retreated into the sky to make way 
for perfect racing wea ther - high 
cloud, moderate temperatures and 
a damp track to reduce the clouds 
of dust. с 

By the time scrutineering had 
been completed the programme was 
running late. Each class was 
permitted only one practise session, 
consisting of five laps, which led to 
grumblings from riders, As the day 
progressed, they found more to 
grumble about and many riders 





blatant false starts went ‘unseen’. 
The first A-Grade race( the 
number of laps to be completed 
was cut from six to five to make 
up time) was most eventful. 
After much jostling from 
the riders and much tewing of 
engines some 20-odd machines 
headed for the first hill and the 
first turn. Some didn't make it 
20 yards. Ross Horsburgh was 
left standing on the line with a 
cooked clutch on his Honda 
250; he was just raising his hand 
as the rubber bands hit the 
Pall Mall banners. As the field 
disappeared over the rise four 
riders were still trying 10 extricate 
their bodies and machines from 
а start-line tangle - Brian Martin 
(Yamaha Ү2250), Robin Happer 
(Honda CR250), D.-Sincock 
(Kawasaki) and Graeme Sword 
(Suzuki) were the riders 
involved, 
Boyle, on his Suzuki RH 
250, and Ploen (Suzuki RN400), 
shot to the front and set a 
cracking pace as Miller retired 
with a petrol tank adrift, Boyle 
staved off Ploen for two laps 
as they pulled away from Smith, 
who first had to contend with a 
quick-starting Phil Turnbull 
(RH 250 Suzuki). Ploen powered . 
past Boyle on the climb at the 
start of the third lap and in the 
remaining two laps he extended 


ЕР his 199 by four seconds. 


‘oung Dunedin prospect 
Garry Goodfellow (Honda 250) 
lodged in behind Turnbull for 





L МХ FIN 


Report by Bob Northrop Photos: Colin Simpsoniand Brian Hopping 


Ploen refains 
Miller jinx 


the first half of the race but was 
caught by Tirau's Ashley Major 
(Yamaha) on the fourth lap. 
Graeme Stapleton (Kawasaki 
250) snatched sixth place from 
Goodfellow.on the last lap to 
be the first southerner past the 
post. 

After suffering a seized rear 
brake in the first heat, Lambess 
got off to a flyer in the second, 
But, like many on the day, his luck 
was out and the incident involving 
Smith and Miller laid to rest 
any hopes he had for a high 


National champion again. Таш i 
another fine victory іп the Pall Mall New Zealand 


at Teddington. 














The massed starts at the Pall Mall 
New Zealand moto-cross championships 
were a major problem for the riders 


placing. The two Peteris, Ploen 
and Boyle, shot to the front 
leaving Turnbull and Laurie 
„Love ( Suzuki RH 250) to fight 
for second place, Stapleton, 
Larry Ross (RH250) and Colin 
Dixon (BSA 500) followed in 
close formation but Stapleton 
dropped his machine іп а rough 
patch „coming out of the stream 
He continued with the left 
shock absorber flapping in the 


(RH Suzuki) hoadi 
Moto-cross cham EE 



























ir old crash with 
riders everywhere The rest of the 
field start to wend their way around the 






Boyle remained no more than 
two or three seconds behind Ploen 
and spectators had a good 
opportunity to compare styles. 
Both showed superb fluency and 
rarely placed their positions in 
jeopardy,.Ploen employed his 
lanky frame to full effect, 
forcing the handlebars down 
in the corners, stretching out 
those long legs and really forcing 
the RN 400 to work, Boyle, on 
the other hand seemed more a 
part of the machine, Of smaller 
stature he tended to go with the 
bike more, coaxing rather than 
demanding, his feet spending 
more time on the pegs than 
most others. 

Love cut inside Turnbull 
‘on the third lap and kept his 
place to the finish while 
Turnbull survived a last lap 
challenge from Dixon to 
claim fourth, Major overpowered 
Ross in the latter stages to earn 
himself three points for sixth 
place, 

It was a strange sight indeed 
|. to witness Ivan Miller complete 

his first lap racing in tenth 
position during the third heat. 
But it was even more unusual , 
to see him in an unaccustomed 
fifth place at the. chequered 
flag, Anyone else who had 
climbed five spaces in the 

space of four laps- the 
organisers had further shortened 
the races at the start of the third 
C-Grade heat - would no doubt 
have earned considerable praise 
but, in this instance, it would * 
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somehow seem out of place, 
Ploen again led from start to 
finish with the ever-present 
Boyle in tow. Turnbull got 
another good start but was 
overhauled by Smith, Love and 
Miller before the flag. 
Twenty-two riders lined 
up for the final heat, Miller 
was not one of them and there 
were few present who would not 
have understood why. Chris 
Browne, from Taumaranui, 
mis-timed his take-off and 
jumped the gun. He was 
twenty yards up the road before 
he realised his Боо-боо and stopped 
but when he looked over his 





+ Shoulder the rest of the field 


was. bearing down on him. 

For some inexplicable reason 
the red flags were not put out to 
indicate a re-start until two full 
laps had been run and Reg Dixon, 
had given the officials a piece of 
his mind. Chris must have been 
really nervous because he did it 
again but this time he didn't get 
far because his bike quit on him 
ten yards from the line, 

Ploen made it four out of 
four with a start to finish win but 
he was less than two seconds ahead 
of Boyle after four laps. Smith, 
Boyle and Love staged a tremendous 
battle for second place with Smith 
holding it for half the distance 
before the Lower Hutt rider 
edged past. Love continued to 
hassle Smith but had to be content 
with fourth, 

Stapleton and Dixon rubbed 
shoulders for quite a while behind 
the leaders with the BSA nibbling 


Runner-up in the national championship, 
Wellington’s Peter Boyle (ЯН Suzuki). 






the Kawasakis knobbly until it 
tractioned past at the start of the 
last lap, 


B-GRADE TIE 





The top B-Grade honours 
were shared by Lower Hutt's 
Gary Whitaker and Hawera's 
John Burling. Both rode Yamahas 
and earned 22 points, A certain 
amount of controversy surrounds 
the result however, as the results 
of the second heat, won by 
Whitaker, were declared null 
and void following protests 
from some riders, The overall 
standings were calculated from 
the other three races, 

Burling won the first heat 
in fine fashion , although, on the 
penultimate lap it looked as 
though Waihi’s Peter Bicknell 
(Yamaha) might get the better, 
of him. But Bicknell stalled his 
machine as the pair were lapping 
a backmarker and, although he 


was quickly away again, he had 
blown his chance and he came 
second, some five seconds 
behind Burling. South Islanders, 
Hank Sproull (Honda,) and Allan 
Sinclair (Suzuki) filled third and 
fourth spots but a slow starting 
Whitakervery nearly robbed 
Sinclair of a point after working 
his way through the field, 
Whitaker won the remaining 
heats but they were certainly not 
start-to-finish affairs. Burling led 
the third heat from the start with 
John Hanning (Honda), the top 
south island B-Grade qualifier, hot 
‘on his tail, Hanning was one of the 
front runners in the first heat until 
he dropped out of the reckoning 
on the second lap, Whitaker 
picked off Hanning on the second 
lap and gained the lead on the 
hill at the start of the third lap, 
never to look back, Hanning 
lost a further place to Нологиа 5 
Paul Burgess (Kawasaki) but 
held off John Fitzgerald (Honda) 
for fourth, 
An exciting final heat almost 
resulted in the south taking its 
sole victory оп the day, 
Hanning led for three and half 
laps, but Whitaker passed him 
ona steep hill and opened up 
a lead of two seconds by the 
flag. A three-way struggle for 





third place resulted in Burling 
getting the nod from Chris Giles 
(Yamaha) and Warwick Young 
(Honda; . 


THREE C-GRADE WINS 


Cantilever Yamaha 250 C- 
Grader, Vic Rietr, from Napier, 
asserted his authority in his class 
by taking three wins and a second 
place on his way to the C-Grade 
title. Те Kuiti Yamaha 400 
rider, Wayne Addy was the only 
rider who could consistently 
approach Rietr on the day, He got 
an excellent start in the second 
heat and although Rietr pressed 
hard for the full duration of the 
race he could not get past the 
big Yamaha, 

But, in the other three heats, 
Rietr was fully in command. 
D.McCallum (Honda) offered а 





‘Siddall comes a cropper during a 125сс 
heat. Note the barbed wire fence. 


challenge in the first heat but fell 


back to a safe second place after 
an unsuccessful last lap bid to take 
the lead, 

Rietr апа Addy built up a 
huge lead over the rest of the field 
in the third heat. Addy remained 
second-in-command for the full 
distance but he had 28 seconds in 
hand over third placeman* С, Tully 
(Suzuki), after completion of the 
four laps, 

Interest in the fourth C-Grade 
heat centred around the fight for 
second place, В, Reader (Honda) 
ап 4 В. Sproule (Honda) provided 
most of the action as Rietr was out 
оп his own by some 15 seconds at 
half way. Then Addy moved in 
and displaced Sproule on the 
final lap. There was very little 
in it as the race ran out but the 
order remained Reader second 
from Addy and Sproul 


COMPETITIVE |25cc CLASS 


А" Honda СВ 125 
hot-up kit imported from the 
USA by John Gibbons and 
installed just prior to 
the finals could well have 
given the boost the Lower 
Hutt rider needed to win the 
125cc title, This class was 
fiercely competitive and Gibbons 


























was one of the several riders in, 
the running for the title but 
two wins, a second and a 

fourth place gave him a total 

of 30 points, two points тоге 
than Peter Lockwood of Taupo, 
whose Honda carried him toa 
win, two seconds and а fourth, 
Grant MacRae of Hawera, who 
appeared on his new kitted TM 
125 Suzuki, and Christchurch’s 
Alan Bryce (Honda) tied for 
overall third. 

Gibbons led the first 125cc 
heat for the full five laps, 
persued by New Plymouth’s 
Craig Siddall (Honday, and put 
іп а race time of 8:1,2 which 
was to be only 10 seconds 
behind the A-Grade first heat 
апа 22 seconds faster than the 
B-Grade. 

Lockwood and Gibbons 
fought it out in the second heat, 
with the Taupo rider leading 
for the first four laps and 
Gibbons hunting for a way 
through, 

He found a way going ира 
hill оп the final lap and 
саггіеа on to his second 
Victory, MacRae held the 
third place which he gave away 
in the first heat until the 
fourth lap when Bryce shook 
off Peter Terrace (Suzuki) of 
Christchurch and found the 
momentum to pass MacRae for 
third, 

Bryce, Gibbons and Lock- 
wood treated the large crowd 
to some really close racing 
in the third 125cc heat but 
it was MacRae who took 
the nine points for the win. 
The Hawera rider went imm- 
ediately into the lead and 
put five seconds between 
{еы оше Ін Colin Әуелі 

mont Vil ers ш 
канын ҚЫ ы aaan 

























































„Bright time. 


chiin Pee 

leads the pack at the start of the 
final A-Grada heat. Horsburgh (No.711) 
later retired with engine trouble. 


himself and the battle for 
the runner-up spot by the 
third lap. MacRae took 
the chequered flag just аз 
Bryce and Lockwood 
jumped the stream for the 
last time, neck and neck. 
Out of the dip and into the 
whoop-dee's both kept 

the power screwed on - and 
both just about lost it - 

but Lockwood made it into 
second, 

The same frontrunners, 
minus Bryce, dominated the 
final four-lap heat but this 
time it was Lockwood's turn 
to be in the right place at 



































OVERALL RESULTS: 

A Grade: Р. Ploen, Suzuki 
RN 400, 36 points, 1; P. 
Boyle, Suzuki RH 250, 

28 points, 2; М. Smith, 
Yamaha MX 400, 18 points, 
3; LLove, Suzuki RH 250, 
16 points, 4; P. Turnbull, 
Suzuki RH 250, 14 points, 
5. 















В Grade: J. Burling, Yamaha, 
G. Whitaker, Yamaha, 22 
points, 1=; J. Hanning, Honda, 
12 points, 3; P. Bicknell, 
Yamaha, 4; H. Sproule, Hon- 
da, 5; 

C Grade: V. Rietr, Yamaha, 34 
points, 1; W. Addy, Yamaha, 
27 Points, 2; В. Reader, Honda, 
21 points, 3; C. Tully, Suzuki, 
4; В. Sproule, Honda, 
125сс Class: J. Gibbons, Hon- 
da, 30 points, 1; P. Lockwood, 
Honda, 28 points, 2; A. Bryce, - 
Honda, б. MacRae, Suzuki, 3=; 
Р. Terrace, Suzuki, 5 

















In London, 
and right around 
the world... 


— Pall Mall 
| taste rich 
smoke mild 
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Suzuki TM125_ . 


now sold with | 


kit 


We at NZMCN enjoy dirt riding immensely. A couple of us 


free 


who have trail bikes get out there every week end with a 
buddy ог two for some trail riding and when we've got a 
trail bike to test at the same time we can have a real ball. 


But no matter what machine we happen to be riding ог how 


much we enjoy it, there is still that gnawing feeling that 
it’s not a real dirt machine, it’s not a moto crosser, and 
after our trail ride we inevitably end up in the local, dis- 
cussing the merits of various machines we'd like to com- 


pete on. 

Occasionally, of course, we 
do get the opportunity to buzz 
around on ‘the real thing’ and 
it is after such times that eyes 
take on a faraway look, thou- 
ghts of taking on a second job 
are considered (and promptly 
rejected) and bank accounts 
are scrutinised. Two or three 
of us have got our hearts set 
оп buying а 125сс moto cros- 
ser just as soon as we can aff- 
ord it. 

Why 1255? Because they 
are cheaper‘than bigger bike: 
because they are easier to throw 
around; and because we would 


Craig Siddall - winner of the third 
125сс heat at tho Pall Mail finals 
on a kitted TM125. 





want to learn to handle a small 
bike before trying to blow our 
minds оп а big опе, 

It seems that a whole lot of 
People think bur way. Any 
moto cross you go to these 
days has swarms of 125's in 
the pits, Some of the riders 
know their machines and their 
own ability like the back of 
their Sidi's. Others are obv- 
ious newcomers, But both the 
expert and the novice quite 
probably have at least two 
things in common - the fun 
they are both having and the 
near identicalness of their 
machines, 

Honda and Suzuki - and to 
а lesser extent Yamaha - are 
the top-selling 125’s in New 





Zealand in this highly comp- 
etitive class and with the win- 
ter season coming on, dealers 
of these and other makes will 
be promoting their brand with 
renewed vigour, perhaps off- 
ering ‘specials’ to tempt buy- 
ers, 

Suzuki's latest bid for cust- 
omers comes in the form of 
a free factory ‘hot-up’ kit, 
which now comes with every 
new TM 125 moto crosser 
sold at the retail price of $899, 
The kit, which comprises pis- 
ton, rings, carburettor, expan- 
sion chamber, clutch springs 
and cylinder head, is provided 
in addition to the standard com- 
ponents and is valued at $115 
retail. The major power inc- 
rease provided Бу the kit is 
gained above 7500 rpm, 

The cylinder head of the kit 
gives better cooling and raises 
compression slightly. The re- 
shaped combustion chamber 
gives 13.1сс capacity in place 
of the standard 13.9cc, thus, 
by our calculations, raising 
compression from 9,785: 1 
to 10,461:1. 

The piston incorporates thin 
0.63mm flat piston rings іп 
place of the standard 1.55mm 












Keystone type, and the carburet- 
tor is 2mm larger at 28mm. 

It is recommended that to 
make full use of the kit, some 
cylinder porting work should 
be undertaken. Detailed spec- 
ifications are provided with the 
kit for tuners competent enough 
to carry out the work themsel- 
ves but modified cylinders are 
also available on an exchange 
basis at extra cost, 

NZMCN was recently invited 
to try out two ТМ 1265's which 
had been fitted with these kits, 
Coleman's, the Wanganui-based 
Suzuki importers, sent the two 
bikes down to Wellington, one 
for Lower Hutt's Peter Boyle 
to ride at a club meeting and 
the other to be raced by 14- 
years old Craig Coleman in the 
junjor moto cross event staged 
at Jackson's Farm, Wainui- 
omata, on March 1. (A 
feature story on this latter 
event appears in the next 
issue of NZMCN). 

Despite being only 14 years 
of age and therefore ineligible 
for ACU-approved competition, 
Craig is already a rider of con- 
siderable talent. 

After recent successes by 
riders like Ivan Miller and 
Peter Boyle іп 125сс club 
events aboard kitted ТМ 1255 
it might seem rather superfluous 
for us to add ‘the kit works’. 
But the point is this: riders 
with the ability of Miller and 
Boyle can win on one of these 









machines, yet we, unmistakable 
novices that we are, did not feel 
that the machines were beyond 
our capabilities, 

А 125сс moto crosser nat- 
urally has peakier power than 
trail bikes or big-bore machines 
but even with the kit fitted, 
the TM 125 had smooth, 
predictable power delivery. 
Cdrtainly, there was plenty of 
power in the top of the rev 
range - this is a fact of life for 
125cc moto crossers - but the 
transition from nothingness to 
full power was not taken in one 
giant, all-or-nothing step. 

We spent approximately 20 
minutes aboard the TM's as 
we followed the course used 
earlier in the day by our jun- 
ior moto crossing friends, 
Naturally we waited in the 
shadows until everyone had 
gone before emerging on 
our borrowed machines. 

Yes, we fell off a couple 
of times and, yes, we stalled 
it a couple of times but as 
time went on our keenness to 
continue was matched only 
by our deteriorating physical 
condition, We swapped mach- 
ines every so often because while 
both were fitted with kits, one 
had been carefully ported. 

We could tell the difference 
the porting made, particularly 





Continued on page 15 
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BIKE RIDERS 


Do you want the best for your machine, if so, We've got it; 


KONIS SHOCKS 
Sales & Service 


GOODYEAR TYRES ` 
Road & Knobbly 


Big Stocks Genuine 
SUZUKI 
TM 125 Parts 





SUZUKI 


Write to us, we offer the fastest and most efficient service available. 


CALLENDER 
MOTORCYCLES LTD. 


93 ST. AUBYN ST., NEW PLYMOUTH L.M.V.D. 


А 
Benelli 1st. Again 
Even after 63 years of many 155 
again Benelli rocks the motor-cycle 
world; A straight “SEI” іп line - 
ultra smooth ultra powerful - ultra 
SAFE! Pre- order your 750 sei now from:- 


K. Turner Motor Cycles Ltd. 


2 PUKETAPU ROAD 


TARADALE _ Ph. 47928 


ALSO 
TRIUMPH AND NORTON 
FOR YOUR WINNER CONTACT THE GUYS AT 


Shaft Motorcycles 


12 Queen St Otahuhu ОН. Phone 62-535/61-401 


HONDA PARTS SERVICE 


PHONE OR WRITE - LARGE STOCKS AVAILABLE 
TYRES — ТТ 100 —K 111— LARGE STOCKS 


TERRIFIC RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 


LARGE RANGE OF USED’ 
PARTS FOR ALL MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES. SEND YOUR 
ENQUIRY NOW. 


FULL RANGE OF NEW HONDAS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 
TRADES WELCOME 
Confidential H.P Facilities 


SAWYER MOTORCYCLE CENTRE LTD 247 
teeta YEE PHONE 51308 WELLINGTON 











up cigarette smoking for. 


Е 
Н 


It’s the 


Benelli “Sei”, or, for the uninitiated, 
the 750cc, six-cylinder [transverse] 
machine which is currently being 
shown to dealers throughout the 
North Island by Benelli importers 
Dalhoff and King Ltd. 


к 
Interest In the Sel has been incredible. During the wee! 

it was at Keith Tumer Motorcycles Іп Napier, scores gi 
people maintained a solid ring around the red and blaci 

750... most of them with dreamy looks In thelr eyes. 


| was fortunate enough 
to be able to sample: the 
Sei for NZMCN through 
the streets of Napler and 
along some narrow wind- 
ing country roads on the 
hills behind the city. 

First impressions were 
of a machine suprisingly 
well suited to sticky city 
situations where plenty of 
manouvreability ы is 
required. Idling along at 30 
mph in the highest of the 
five gears was no trouble. 

Winding in and out of 
traffic, and hauling the Sel 
оп tollts centre stand are а 
cinch. 

And, boy, did that 
machine get some looks. It 
got a little tiring having 
nearly all Napier's riders 
cruising alongside and 
looking goggle-eyed. Still, 
it did the ego a power of 
good . . . especially after 
being used to hacking 


around on an old Triumph. 
TORQUE 


But once out into the 
country the Sei's real 
abilities showed. A low 
centre of gravity, an 
amazing amount of torque 
(the Benelli will go smartly 
from 15 mph right through 
to its 138 mph maximum in 
top), beautiful suspension, 
a fluid gearbox, апа 
instant turbine-like 
response from those six 
cylinders, straightened out 
the corners. 

When the 750 was first 
shown In Europe in 1973 it 
met with approval on most 
counts but also with some 
criticisms — namely, the 
four gallon fuel tank; lack 
of flywheel effect making 
snappy gear changes 
difficult; too little ground 
clearance; poor low speed 
handling; and too much 
weight. 

But since then the Sel 
has undergone lots of 
minor changes and now 
road testers, this one 
Included, only have the 
small capacity fuel tank to 
criticise. With a mileage 
ranging from 50 to 55 
miles per gallon, a slightly 
larger tank would be 
appreciated. 

The fly-wheel effect, or 
lack of It, Is still evident 
but the Benelli designers 
have come up with a 


unique innovation to 
counter it. At one end of 
the crankshaft there is a 
cover which, when 
removed, reveals the shaft 
with a threaded end, a 


benelis · 
exotic multi 


AN EVALUATION FROM PETER BRITTENDEN 
At last; а motorcycle | would give 


handling excellent. It was 
simple to make a U turn on 
a 19ft wide road without 
taking my feet off the 
pegs. 
Mention must be made 
of the Sei's braking ability. 
With two 11%-inch discs 
on the front and an eight 
inch drum on the back the 
bike could be brought to a 
halt from 30 miles an hour 
in 25ft and from 60 miles 
an hour in 100ft. And those 
discs don't have an “alli or 
nothing” effect like’ so 
many discs оп today's 
bikes. The front wheel only 
locks up if the rider wants 
it to. 

Dale Wood from Dalhoff 
& King, showed just how 
vibration-free the motar is. 





Dalhoff and King representative Dale Wood astride the ‘Super Sei. 


keyway position, and 
enough room for varying 
size flywheels. That little 
idea will be very useful for 
those who production race 
the Benelli. 


the Benel. "9 9" 1809 
— REDUCED МЕНТ _ 


The ground clearance 
has been Improved by 
extending the forks a little 
and repositioning the 
centre stand. The weight 
has been reduced from 530 
to 486lb. These Improve- 
ments made the low speed 


He balanced a cigarette on 
the fuel tank and wound 
the motor to 8000 revs 
without the cigarette fal- 
ling off. 

The Benelll is a typical 
example of European 
design methods which In a 
way are quite unusual (but 
refreshing) In a motorcycle 
world dominated by 
Japanese machinery. 
Those who design the 
Benellls, Писайз, etc, 
seem to concentrate first 

Continued 15 
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augers 


inning Streak 


alted In 


і | R d 
ina oun By ROD DEW 


Ivan Mauger’s incredible unbroken record of wins in the 
finals of the World Champions’ international speedway 
series was halted in no uncertain fashion in the final 


round at Western Springs. The 35-year-old Kiwi ace could 
do no better than third in his semi-final and for the first 
time in the series failed to reach the final. ` 


This was won by Swed- 
ish champion Tommy 
Jansson, who narrowly 
deprived former Kiwi world 
champion Barry Briggs of 
his first major victory in 
the series. Briggs, who 
had scored a maximum In 
the final test against the 
Poles on the same track a 
short time before, was one 
of the favourites. 

However, he could not 
match the brilliance of the 
young Swede in the final 
and had to be content with 
second. Third was 1971 
world champion Ole Olsen 


(Denmark) with English 
champion John Louis 
fourth. 


After his semi-final fall- 
ure, Mauger was visibly 
upset and left the stadium 
before the! final had-been 


held. He later explained: 


that he had lent his 
machine, with the tyres all 
carefully cut and the motor 
tuned, to three-times 
Dutch champion Henny 
Kroeze for a heat. Kroeze 
had been instructed just to 
ride around and take 
things very quietly. How- 
ever, he had blasted off the 
grid and raced flat out for 
the four laps, taking the 
edge of the tyres and the 
motor. 

Mauger had no time to 
set- the bike up again 
before his semi-final and 
dropped by the wayside. 


However, he left his 
mark оп the meeting. 
Former New — Zealand 
champion Gary Peterson, 
who replaced injured 


Ronnie Moore in the final 
two rounds of the series, 
equalled Маидег'з four-lap 
record of 1 min 11 sec 
early in the meeting. This 
inspired Mauger to great 
effort and he proceeded to 
lower the record, first to 1 
min 10.8 sec and finally to 
1 min 10.5 sec. 

Even though Mauger 
failed to reach the final, he 
was Іп ап unbeatable 
position as far as the 
series was concerned. The 
one point he gained from 
his semi-final placing gave 
him 31 points — well clear 
of runner-up Ole Olsen on 
21. 

Third place overall went 


to Briggs, who would 
undoubtedly have done 
better had mechanical 


fallures not dogged his 
footsteps for much of the 
time he was In New 
Zealand, The five points 
Jansson collected from his 
great win In the final lifted 
his score to 16 points and 
put him ‘in fourth placing. 


Ronnie Moore, although 
unable to race again after 
his dreadful crash Іп 
Australia, still finished 
sixth overall on eight 
points out of the 11 riders 
who participated. in the 


series. The other rider who 
was unable to complete 
the contest through injury 
reigning 


was world 





Swedis! 


ғ... д 


champion Anders Mich- 
anek (Sweden.) He broke 
several bones in his foot 
when he was swept off a 
trail bike he was riding оп 
a beach near Perth. 

Final points are: Іуап 
Mauger (NZ) 31, Ole Olsen 
(Denmark) 21, Barry Briggs 
(NZ) 17, Tommy Jansson 
(Sweden) 16,, John Louis 
(England) 11, Ronnie 
Moore (NZ) 8, Egon Muller 
(West Germany) 7, Scott 
Autrey (United States) 7, 
Anders Michanek (Sweden) 
6, Gary Peterson (NZ) 2, 
Henny Kroeze (Holland) 2. 


ег Tommy Jansson who finished the final round of 


the World Champions’ international speedway series at 
Western Springs, Auckland, with a superb display of riding. 











here's something to cover up that 
grotty wallpaper in your room... 


A Poster of John Boote 
riding his TZ750 


* 20in. x 30in. 


* PRINTED ON GOOD QUALITY ART PAPER 


* FULL COLOUR * A BARGAIN AT $1.50 Plus 8 cents Postage 


(63.75 for 3) 


I wish to purchase 





copy (ies) 


І enclose å cheque/postal note for $ 


Send remittance to: 


Fourman Holdings Ltd., P.O. Box 883,Wellington. 























































HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up to 100cc 
Prompt Mail Order Service 

RONNIE MOORE 

843 Colombo Street Christchurch 

Telephone 50182 


Eastern 





Æ Kawasa 


Prompt Mail Order Service 
Try Us For Hard To Get Parts 
Extensive Stocks Held 
NORJO MOTORS 
239 Riccarton Rd Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


HONDA 








No 11N 
AUCKLAND 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


* BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 





* BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
werranty 


* BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate in 

Auckland 


+ BEST TRADE-INS Соте and 
haggle а price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 





HONDA 
BETTER DEAL 
FROM A 
|_BETTER DEALER 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 
Ph 574-723 576-721 


*EXHAUST SYSTEMS FOR NORTON, 
HONDA, TRIUMPH, YAMAHA, 
KAWASAKI. 

*BIG BORE KITS FOR MOST MODELS. 

*CAFE STYLED TANKS, SEATS, FAIR- 
INGS ETC. 

*IN FACT EVERYTHING TO TURN \ 

MACHINE INTO A DUNSTALL CAFE ОЧА 
RACER. : 

"А150 AVAILABLE FQR THE FIRST 

, FACTORY PROD 

MACHINES, чепом 


available at all leading dealers. 


1975 Catalogue $1.95 
N.Z. Distributors: 


Kd. REW AND 
CO. LTD. 


NOTE: We regret that due to, the Govern 

+ р 9 ` т 
stringent policy on import licensing, caer 
parts will undoubtedly be in short Supply. 
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sports @ 
commentary 


MARAMARUA 
FOREST ENDURO 


Enduro season will soon be under way and many clubs 
can. be expected to stage one of these increasingly- 
popular winter sports events. Rules and conditions will 
undoubtedly vary — some will cater for. moto cross 


machines and trail bikes while others will be restricted to 
street legal machines. 

The Auckland club's Maramarua Forest enduro which is 
to be held on Sunday April 6 falls into the latter category. 
The event will be run over a circuit of approximately 25 
miles of forestry gravel roads, clay and bush tracks and 


four laps will be completed. The enduro із not a race but 
rather a test of riders’ en nce and ability to maintain 
an average set speed. {Route markings and sheet 
instructions will assist riders in following the course and 
times will be recorded at the beginning and end of each 
section. 

A special three-mile cross country test will be held at 
the end of the event to determine bonus points. 

Machines must be registered for road use and bear a 
current warrant of fitness. The regulations also state that 

tyres are optional” (anyone got a set of knobbly rims?) 

Awards will be made in various categories, including 
best female rider and a handsome trophy will be awarded 
to the best club team consisting of three members. 
Riders will also be eligible for gold, silver or bronze 
medals, depending on performance. The golds will be 
awarded to entrants who lose a maximum of one point per 
lap and gain no penalty points. Silver medals will go to 
those who lose no more than 25 points including penalty 
points and anyone who completes the course and special 
test will be awarded a bronze medal. 

Entries close on March 21; enquiries can be made to 
the organiser, Mr R. Jackson, phone Auckland 874356. 
Entry fee is $3. 2 

If the event is successful, the club Intends to plan a 
two-day trial following International Six Days Trial 
(1.S.D.T.). rules. 





A-GRADE MX-ERS 
Browsing through the list of 
entries for the Pall Mall NZ 
moto cross championships 
reveals a rather strange lack of 
A-graders from Auckland and 


ing а representative is in the form 
of Peter Boyle, who hails from 
Lower Hutt, Can anyone offer 

a plausible theory why this state 
of affairs should exist? 


Wellington, The list of A-grade 
qualifiers for the final shows 

that опе “R. Horsburgh"” is Auck- 
land's sole representative and as 
many people will know, Ross is 

a Mainlander at heart. The near- 
est the capital city comes to hav- 


YAMMIE MOD. 

Modified rear suspensions on 
moto crossers seem to be all the 
rage these days but New Ply- 
mouth B-grader О, Goodwin 
appeared at the Pall Mall finals 
in Christchurch with a system on 


his Yamaha that attracted more 
than a little interest. His hot set- 
up involves raising the swing-arm 
pivots about six inches on the 
rear cradle tubes and employing 
a couple of small free-spinning 
sprockets to reroute the chain. 
(see photo). Goodwin burnt 
much midnight oll on the pro- 
ject and is more than happy 
with the resulting improved 
handling. 





(See photo on right). 
PLANS POSTPONED 

Lack of finance has forced 
Paul “Stan” Corbett, national 
sidecar champion, to postpone 
his immediate plans to campaign 
in Australia, Corbett had hoped 
to take his 750сс Suzuki outfit, 
with a spare engine, to Bathurst 
to compete in the big Chesterfield 
sponsored Australian GP meeting 
at Easter weekend. 


TOP BIKES FOR SALE 


Two speedway Jawas 
which have been very 
prominent performers in 
New Zealand this summer 
are up for sale. They 
include one of the mach- 
Ines used by former world 
champion : Ivan Mauger 
during the World Champ- 
lons International series. 

This is the machine 
which was fitted with an 
experimental four-valve 
motor. A standard unit has 
now been fitted іп its place 
but the bike is set up to 
world championship 
standard. 

The other Jawa is the 
one which has been ridden 
by Englishman John Davis, 
who won the New Zealand 
championship earlier this 
year. 

If anybody is interested 
іп buying a top-class 
machine, both are in the 
possession of Terry Locke, 
73 Nottingham Avenue, 


Оакіапаз Christchurch. 
His phone number 15 
Halswell 7570. 


Terry also has some of 
those hard to get Barum 
speedway tyres for sale — 
some partly used 
others new, 


and 


HARRIS TO AUSTRALIA 


Neil Harris, winner of the 
recent Kapiti sponsored trial, 





Kapiti Trial continued from page 
four. 


place. 2 

Probably the most noticeable 
aspect of the trial was the 7 
thoughtful attitude of the majority 
of riders as to how to ride the 
various hazards. Gone, seemingly 
are the days, in which riders 
recklessly plunged into sections 
almost enquiring of onlookers as 
they fumbled along “which way 
до 190“? р 

The planning, concentration 
and precision riding was most 
satisfying to watch, 

A pat on the back must go 
to the Kapiti Club for the noted 
success of the trial, due to 
excellent organisation. Radio 
telephone communication from 
each observer to base for immediate 
centralised results was an innovation 
not seen before ata trial. 
Many would be watching for 





the effects of prizemoney іп trials, 
Certainly the entrydist seemed no 
larger than one would expect from 
just good communication and the 
promise of an enjoyable trial. 
Moreover, although there were 
many more spectators than 
normally would be present - even 
at a championship trial - is 
doubtful if takings from the 

gate could meet all the expenses 
incurred. 

Perhaps the weather had 
something to do with it- perhaps 
not. 

In all an interesting argument 
for the future. 
Results: A-Grade; М. Harris, Ossa, 
15; Р. Martin, Озѕа,27,; Р. Grinter, 
Ossa,,28;P. Lintott, Montesa , 41; 
D, Turnbull, Ossa , 49. 
B-Grade; б. Samson, Honda,30; Р, 
Thompson, Yamaha, 33; Р. Gilpin, 
Yamaha, 50; Р. Croft, Honda, 50; 
5. Gardyne, Honda, 50, 


is to take part in the invitation 
trials series in Australia later 
this month. Harris will join 
Mitchell, Power and Grinter 
and will be fully sponsored 

in Australia but will pay his. 
own way there and back. 


F 
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GOODYEAR 


м2 MOTORCYCLE TIRES 
Goodyear—American 


In equivalent 
410 X 18 - - 


EAGLE SERIES 


360 by 19 Front 


Reg Swainson eases his Ossa through some fallen branches during the 
Kapiti club’s observed trial. Reg came tenth in the A grade results. 


Moto:Cross Boots “TT100 Tyres- E 
Body Belts 


TRIUMPH, NORTON & LUCAS SPARES -By Mail Order 
Fast Return Service 


WE HAVE A LARGE RANGE OF IMPORTED AND LOCAL MOTORCY! 
CLE SPARES 
AND ACCESSORIES ALWAYS IN STOCK’ WE 
ANDIAGGESSORIESTALY SPECIALIZE IN HIGH QUALITY 
EG. *ITALIAN MOTOCROSS BOOTS (AS WORN BY JO 
SIZES 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 
*ITALIAN BODY BELTS (8” WIDE, MULTIPLE FAST! 
, ЕМІМС) $7.75 ЕА. 
*BORANI ALLOY RIMS (SUIT MO 
BORANIJA ST JAPANESE & CONTINENTAL'MACHINES 
*TT100 TYRES — 4.10 x 18 AND 4.25 x 18 


*TRIUMPH, SUZUKI AND LAVERDA LEATHER КЕ 
*TANK COVERS FOR ALL MODEL SUZUKIS — FROM р 025,574 М 


THESE ARE JUST A FEW ITEMS IN OUR RANGE — WE HAVE MANY MORE 











425/85 X 18 





A high performance street bike tyre that shrugs 
off bumps and potholes. 


The 90 series low profile design provieds extra 
stability, Four nylon cord plies provide super 
strongth. 

Тһе low cord angle construction resists heat 


EL 
bulld up during high speed cruising. A computer ROBER TET) $82 35 or 


designed over-the- shoulder tread pattern provides 
added traction on tums and longer wearing 


qualities, 


Now In Stock 


DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME 


CALLENDER MOTOR 






SUZUKI 
CYCLES (W/Sale) LTD. ете АД | ыу cows oe. 
оз St. Aubyn St. 39 Manchester St Phone 50 795 
New Plymouth Ph.84696 Se CHRISTCHURCH I 





Continued from page 12 
on the essentials of a 
motorcycle . . . handling, 
engine, style, suspension, 


and frame . . . and later 
think about minor details 
like control positioning, 


seat, size of fuel tank, and 
fancy paint work. To my 
mind the Japanese go 
about designing their 
machinery the other way 
around. 

The styling is typically 
Italian, with bold, angular 


lines, апа a lean, lithe’ 
look. 
The Sei cannot be 


described as purely func- 
tlonal, despite its highly 
impressive performance 
and handling. 

But Из category is hard 
to establish. To buy a Sei 
simply for commuting 
would be ridiculous . 
and acrime. It's not truly a 
touring machine nor is it a 
racing machine . . . not in 
standard form, anyway. 


EXOTIC 


Really, the Sei is a GT 
Sports, and the type of 
‘rider who would identify 
with it would be usually 
the sort of person who 
would also love a Ferrari. 
To quote Cycle World 
Magazine:- “It is а 
machine for the rider who 
demands exotic mechan- 
ical and running quality.” 

Next season it is plan- 
ned for Kelth Turner to 
race the Sei Іп production 
events and a 500cc, four 


cylinder works machine In 
the Marlboro series and 
other racing class events. 
The 750 was not designed 
as а potential racing 
machine but 11.6 seconds 
for the standing quarter 
isn't exactly slow. 

On the open market the 
750 will provide those whose 


\ 


bank balances are healthy 
with one of the most 
exciting and exotic motor- 
cycles ever manufactured. 
All that's needed is some- 
thing In the vicinity of 
$4000 and the desire to 
own a beautifully smooth, 
comfortable, апа fast 


A 


FOR SALE 
YAMAHA ROAD RACER 
RD350, TR3 heads and crank and 


chambers, Могу quick, $850 о„л.о. 
Phone! 59107 Wellington. 


FOR SALE SUZUKI RN400 

А unique opportunity to purchase 

one of the fastest factory MX 

machines available locally, Owned 

and maintained by Coleman's 

‘Suzuki Centre, Hamilto: 

ridden successfully by N.Z. 

Moto cross champion, Peter Ploan. 

This machine has been fastid- 

jously maintained and 

immaculately prepared, for salo. 
SUZUKI RH250 

Also previously ridden by Peter 

Ploen this machine із reluctantly 

offered for sale by one of our 

dients at $1600 о.п.о. 

All enquiries for both these 

moto cycles to: Chris Barrington, 

Coleman's Suzuki Centre, London 

‘Street, Hamilton. 

Phones: 82345 / 55544. 

FOR SALE 

Yamaha 125MX. October 1973. Not 





WANT TO BUY OR SELL 


had much racing. Excollant condition. 
$475. Phone: То Kulti 1244X 

FOR SALE 

Bultaco Sherpa T, 1971, five spd 
completely reconditioned. 
Immaculate order. $750 о.п.о. 
Phone: 883150 Christchurch. 

FOR SALE 

SUZUKI TR250 ROAD RACER 
As prepared by Dr. Jim Cashman. 
Excollant condition 135plus mph. 
Winner NZ GP. Honda 750 disc, 
Krober ignition, engine just comple- 
tely overhauled, Very wide range 

of spares, Phone: Richard Tapper, 
Fairlie 157 collect evenings. 


FOR SALE 

Т2 700 Yamaha as raced by Gary 
Boote. Absolutely immaculat 
condition. Brand new spares kit, 
Ready to race $4650 

Also Gary’s 250сс Yamaha, Disc 
brakes. good spares kit including 
crank, barrels, heads,pistons,tyros. 
Very fast, winner of last three 250cc 
starts $2150. 4 

If interested contact Gary Boote at 
33 Hackthorne Road, Christchurch. 
Phone: 31707. 


















г 500cc world road racing championship runner-up, Keith Turner, sits 


the В; 
in Europe, 
importers. 


lli outside his motor cycle shop. Turner's mechanic whilst 
wood, stands alongside. Wood now works for the Benelli 


ENGINE: six cylinders, transverse, fourstroke, single overhead cam. MAX 
HP: 76 at 9000 rpm. MAX TORQUE: 7 Kg/m at 6850 rpm. BORE and 








NZ MOTORCYCLE NEWS CLASSIFIEDS 






Post now to: 
CLASSIFIEDS, FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 
Р.О. Box 1343, WELLINGTON 





STROKE: 56x 50.6mm. CAPACITY: 747.7cc.COMPRESSION RATIO: 
9:1. CARBURETION: Triple Dell'Orto VHB 29 carburettors. 
ELECTRICS: 12 volt battery; 15 amp/hour alternator. IGNITION: coil. 
STARTING: Electric and kick. GEARBOX: Five speeds, left foot 
change. TYRES: 3.50x 18 front; 4.00 x 18 rear. DIMENSIONS: 220cm 
long; 77.5cm wide; 107cm high. WHEELBASE: 142cm. WEIGHT: 
220Kg.. GAS TANK CAPACITY: 16.5 litres. OIL TANK CAPACITY: 


З litres. 





Suzuki TM 125 cont from p.11 
in the smoother running. 
Apart from the kits fitted, 

the two bikes were standard 
TM 125 Suzuki. Suspension 
modifications аге а common 
practise оп Many moto cross 
bikes but Boyle, who the pre- 
vious weekend at the St John’s 
benefit meeting had ridden а 
kitted TM 125 to convincing 
wins over the now-reigning 125 
сс national champion, John 
Gibbons, is not a believer in 
this. ‘I don’t play around with 
the basic set-up at all’ he said. 
‘Riders should learn to get the 
most from the standard mach- 


ine before tampering with, and 
possibly ruining, it’. 

We found no cause for com- 
plaining 
com 
plaint in the handling depart- 
ment.of.the-DM‘s.and.quickly... 
built up confidence in the bikes, 
In parts, the course over which 
we rode was quite slippery with 
damp clay which led to one or 
two tumbles. But even these 
were predictable and the prod- 
uct of our own heavy-handed- 
ness. Front and rear suspen- 
sions were well matched and 
the seat was surprisingly com- 
fortable. 


The TM Suzukis have a rep- 
utation for sound reliability. 
However, when taking delivery 
of a new machine an owner 
would be well advised to 
check carburettor jets and 

ich and crankshaft unts. 
guichand can А ap 
insurance, as Boyle himself 
has had a clutch nut come loose 
оп а new machine, 

As mentioned earlier, two or 
three of us at NZMCN are hank- 
ering after а 125 moto crosser. 
When the time comes to fork 
out the lolly, we'll be looking 
pretty closely at the Suzuki 
TM 125; 


ELLICE STREET, 


Z 





8 Cents per word, 10 cents per word if we bill you later. Photographs 
$2.00 extra. Display classifieds normal advertising rates. 


ALL MAIL 
ORDER SPARES 
Instant Service 






KAWASAKI 
Centre 






* L.M.V.D. 


WELLINGTON (City Side opp. Basin Reserve) 











National sidecar champions Paul Corbett and Stu Forbes. Corbett had hoped to compote іп tho Australian GP meeting at Easter on his Suzuki 750 outfit but lack of financa culed this out. 
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